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Physical marine environment near Dokdo and Satisfaction
improvement of Dokdo tourism by enhancing the awareness
of Marine territory

e

Kim, Yun-Bae

ABSTRACT

Dokdo, located on Korea's easternmost point, is a leading attraction to explore the
country’s marine territory, which has attracted 200,000 tourists every year since the
government eased its Dokdo travel restrictions from approval to declaration in 2005.
However, satisfaction on Dokdo tourism is low because of accessibility problems caused
by frequent bad weather conditions in the sea, limited visiting hours, and a lack of the
tourist information system. This study examines the characteristics of changes of the
tourists and analyzes the oceanographic characteristics near Dokdo, the Dokdo docking
observation system, Dokdo visiting hours, and the audio tour system that influenced
Dokdo tourism based on monthly and yearly statistics on the tourists and information on
passenger ship operations from 2005 to 2018. Dokdo—bound passenger ships operate for
187 days per year on average, and the ships dock at Dokdo for 154 days per year on
average. Furthermore, the present study shed light on the origin, history, and territorial
value of major tourist attractions in Dokdo as a place to educate people about Korea's
marine territory. To increase satisfaction of Dokdo tourism as a leading attraction to

explore Korea’s marine territory, it is necessary to enhance accuracy in marine weather
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adolescents to visit the island, there should be support at the national level on the
Key Words(4&9])

system in the short term, and build breakwaters for Dokdo docks in the long term.
Furthermore, to promote the education on marine territory in Dokdo and encourage more

forecasting in Dokdo, extend visiting hours, place docents, and improve the audio tour

passenger ship fees for Ullengdo and Dokdo.
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